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Domestication and Guidance: On the Cultivation of Thymos by Classical
Education
KONG Lingxin
(College of Educational Science, Hunan Normal University, Changsha, 410000)

Abstract: Thymos is the soul energy that arouses emotions such as spirit and courage, and it
is different from desire and reason. In the view of classical education, the passion of the soul aroused
by thymos is closely related to courage, justice, political idealism, and civic friendship, but as a
passion of soul without reflection thymos also has its own potential dangers. Based on the view of
the classical teleology, the classical education believes that the deep desire of thymos for
transcendence of natural order was in line with the pursuit of classical rationality, and advocates that
the domestication of thymos should be carried by the teaching of classical poetry. But with the
significant changes between the past and the present since Machiavelli, the destiny of thymos began
to suffer a great change.

Key Words: thymos, classical teleology, classical reason
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