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Elina’s Spiritual Pursuit and Orthodox Cultural Consciousness
in On the Eve

Pan Chen-xi

(Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420, China)

Abstract: Orthodox culture is an important part of Russian national culture, which is deeply rooted in Russia.
As a Russian writer with high cultural consciousness, Turgenev portrayed in On the Eve the image of Elina
embodying the influence of Orthodox culture, especially the Holy fool culture. Elina’s fate is her pursuit of
the spirit of the Eastern Orthodox Church, namely: the desire for spiritual freedom, the transcendence of
secular ethics and the persistence of wandering asceticism. Through the analysis of the pursuit of Elina’s
spiritin Turgenev’s On the Eve, this paper reveals the rich cultural connotation and unique artistic value of
the Orthodox Church in the text.

Keywords: Orthodox culture; holy fool; Turgenev; On the Eve; Elina
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